FUNDRAISING INSTRUCTIONS

Raising the funds necessary to be a part of this trip may seem like a stressful task, but with a little bit of work and some useful fundraising tools, you will be amazed by the response of your friends and family! 

Prayer will be the foundation of your trip.  Prayer needs to start now…long before you pack your bags and travel.  God is willing and able to do far more than all we ask or imagine but we must PRAY.  Worry and anxiety about fundraising often result when our finances are not entrusted to God.  Remember to keep in mind that your prayer partners in this trip will be equally as important as your financial partners.   

The overall goal and purpose of fundraising should be to share the vision of what God is doing on the mission field.  Here are some reasons why people give to keep in mind as you begin to fundraise:  

· People give when they feel informed.
Think about…why am I going? How will the money be used? How can others be involved? How do I expect to grow spiritually through this trip?

· People give because they believe their gift will change lives.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Help them understand how their gift will impact the people of the country where you are going.

· People give if you make them feel as much a part of the trip as those going.
Communicate with them before, during, and after the trip. They need to know that you are depending on their support.	

· People give when they see that you are completely committed to this and enthusiastic about it!
People are excited to see others with a passion and are then inspired to support them.

The total cost of your trip will be set by the Missions Department based off of our communication with our partner in the country where you are traveling. 
What This Amount Covers:   Airline tickets, Visas and travel insurance, housing, transportation, food and water in country, and supplies for the trip. 
What This Amount Does Not Cover:  Vaccinations and medications needed for the trip, airport meals and souvenirs.
Fee Schedule:  Your team leader will determine the fee schedule for your particular trip and will give you this information at one of your first team meetings.
Types of Communication for Fundraising:
· One-on-one conversations 
· Letter writing and through the mail and through emails
· Online fundraising through Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter
How to Start:  Make a list of 25-50 potential prayer and financial partners to whom you would like to send a support letter.  Choose the communication avenue appropriate for each person.  For example, your grandmother might not use email so mailing her a letter would be more effective. 
Steps for Snail Mail Fundraising:  
1) Write your support letter.  A sample letter can be found in this manual and we also have several sample letters on the Missions Website for you to use as examples.  
2) Make copies of the Seacoast Tax Contribution Form which MUST BE INCLUDED if your donor wants their contribution to be tax deductible at the end of the year.   A copy of this form can be found on the Missions Website.  
3) All checks must be made payable to “Seacoast Church”.  Please have your supporters write your name in the memo line of the check. 
4) Enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope along with your letters which will increase the potential for them to be sent back.  
5) Donations collected in this fashion can be turned in to your leaders at meetings or dropped off with the Missions Department at the church. 
Steps for Online Donations (WE ENCOURAGE ONLINE DONATIONS – THEY SHOW UP IMMEDIATELY IN YOUR ACCOUNT)
1) Go to: http://www.seacoast.org/mount-pleasant/missions/global-missions
2) Click on the trip you would like to support.
3) Click on “Support” link on the right side of the page.
4) Choose which team member you wish to donate to from the drop down menu.
5) Follow the steps as directed by the website to make your donation online. 

Tax Deductible Donations:  Your donors will be able to receive 100% tax deduction for their support.  At the end of the year, Seacoast will send tax receipts to each supporter indicating the amount of their tax deductible contribution. 

